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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

Chocolate Bars and Ebola

	TEACHER NAME
Nancy Greissing
	PROGRAM NAME
Parma City School District

	
	[Unit Title]
Global Economy:  Cause and Effect

	NRS EFL(s)
2 – 3 
	TIME FRAME
90 – 120 minutes 

	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	R.2.2
R.3.2

	Text Types and Purposes
	W.2.1, W.3.1
W.2.2, W.3.2
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S.2.1

S.2.2

	Conventions of Standard English
	L.2.1, L.3.1
L.2.2, L.3.2

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.3.3
R.2.4
R 3.5
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	L.2.3

L.3.3

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.2.6

R.3.8


	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	L.2.4

L.3.4

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	R.2.13

R.3.16

	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)
· Identify products whose prices fluctuate and hypothesize what causes price fluctuations.

· Identify specific countries using a world map.

· Provide an example of a product whose price fluctuates and explain why the price of the product fluctuates in a writing assignment.
	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Teacher observation of student participation in discussion.

· Student identification of countries on a world map.

· Student completion of About-Point statement.

· Exit Ticket.

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
· Relationship between supply and demand, factors impacting supply and demand.

· The mechanics of writing a paragraph with topic sentence and major and minor supporting data. 


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Teacher provided discussion prompt: 
a. Why do products go up and down in price?
b.  What are some examples of products whose prices fluctuate?

c. Students will propose reasons as to why certain products, such as oranges, go up in price. Ideas will be gathered in small groups and shared in group discussion, and written on white board
d. Elements such as geography, weather, disaster and disease will be elicited
2. Student small groups will be asked to discuss the question: “Why is the price of chocolate candy expected to go up?”
a. Direct students to this website to find the answer: http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/100022-top-10-cocoa-producing-countries 
b. Project a world map and ask students to locate the top 10 countries.

3. Provide each student a copy of Should You Stock Up On Chocolate Bars Because of Ebola?
a. Read the article aloud or have students volunteer to read aloud and ask students to complete the following statement, engage students in discussion about the main point and supporting details of the article:

i. The article is about…and the point is...

ii. Students will conclude that the Ebola outbreak in African countries  Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, and subsequent quarantines, affected the harvesting of cocoa beans in top growing nations, the Ivory Coast and Ghana
4. Student writing assignment/exit ticket: 

a. In pairs, students will outline and write a concise one paragraph explanation of the cause and effect of an Ebola outbreak in Africa and the price of candy bars in the U.S.
b. Have students turn in completed writing assignment.

	RESOURCES

Computers for student use
Internet access

Projector, ability to project

Speakers (if you want to play the audio recording of the NPR article)

Top 10 Cocoa Producing Countries. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/100022-top-10-cocoa-producing-countries
World Map - Political. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://geology.com/world/world-map.shtml
Student copies of Should You Stock Up On Chocolate Bars Because Of Ebola? 
Should You Stock Up On Chocolate Bars Because Of Ebola? 

 (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2014/10/15/356131704/should-you-stock-up-on-chocolate-bars-because-of-ebola


	
	DIFFERENTIATION
· Students can work individually, in pairs, or small groups.
· Students can read text version of the article or listen to the article online.
· Can simplify the text of the article using Rewordify.
· Can provide main idea and supporting details graphic organizers to support student writing.


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION
I used this lesson with three GED classes.  The topic of price increases, especially of a favorite item like candy bars, was attention-grabbing.  Most students did not know that most of the cocoa beans are grown in Africa but many remembered Brazil as a producer. After completing the initial assignment, students can follow the continuing story and report to class about new developments. 
The students enjoyed the discovery of the NPR website/radio program and many were scrolling through other news items during break.



	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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